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&b &R — [N ] EIEs—2SiRES NS,
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] OWEZHWT 2 L CHRENICEELZMETH S (p.138), SHIT, 1A
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148)

(5)  HARHERDERZ,  [(N-35)] (7 FHBHE)
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() I EZ N CHEARETE RV E W) EET, Il (2003) OF 9 JEfl
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(8) a. MEFIX, ZHAVHEAY 75,
b. AL IEHIEX, HOFEIEA
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374 7A (NP LR RZETAHNP), (7b) @ [aLsEENLEL] 351 7B (NP
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6. BEX & BFBE HEE]

PHIEN (2016) OHEAFIIC X BIMELDOGH DD H O L ODOHEEZR TR,
PIH AT S84 3 O BIRNE & [HE 3 5 | (constitute) F 723 A R % < HEET 5 |
(exhaustively specify) &\ BREFFOL L TWEHTHE, I THVLHRTWY
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EEWIRR, EXDRISEMAE LT (20) ZHRL TS,
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[ [swimming @] MIZd [John IZ] TEZWI EWEH D] 262 EFIET 5,
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swimming 7% John’s inability Z K L 72\ 2 & 12d 5, Higgins (1979:150) A% (21)
2OV,
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ERRTVDB L HIZ, [KREKE VI T John IZEFETH S ] LI1ZFZTDH, [John
DERESIKEDPS %L LITFAHRVOTHLD, DF D, John's inability I,
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b. PCOWEBEIE, fET-AY UHERL R 72, [(N-70b)]
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b. B: AT OO E T
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Abstract
A Challenge to Nishigauchi’s (2016) Analysis of the Specificational Sentence

in terms of the ‘Core Noun Phrase’

Yujr NisH1YAMA KEeN'va NisH1KAWA
Professor Emeritus The National Institute for
Keio University Japanese Language and Linguistics

The present article discusses Nishigauchi’s (2016) analysis of the specificational sentence and
related constructions in terms of what he calls ‘Core Noun Phrases.” Core Noun Phrases,
according to Nishigauchi, demand both outer and inner arguments; the former delimits
the semantic domain of the head Noun while the latter exhaustively specifies the semantic
content of the head Noun as delimited by the outer argument. We point out four problems
in his analysis: (i) it cannot explain specificational sentences which lack the outer argument,
(ii) the alleged exhaustiveness of the specification is not empirically justified, (iii) the notion
of ‘discourse operator’ makes wrong predictions, (iv) his analysis of backward binding
phenomena misses significant generalizations. From these observations, we argue that his
analysis is inadequate for an analysis of the specificational sentence and related constructions
such as the kaki ryori construction. We further argue that the theoretical notion ‘Noun
Phrases Involving a Variable’ (NPIV; Nishiyama 2003) is crucial in the analysis of the
specificational sentence and related constructions, and that the extended notion of
Saturated/Unsaturated Nouns (Nishiyama 2003) is indispensable for the adequate analysis
of the kaki ryori construction.



