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(3) As shown in (39a), in Japanese, a base-generated configuration results in ungrammaticality where
an adjunct wh-phrase like naze precedes a wh-object. This effect disappears when a higher wh-
phrase is added either by scrambling into a position preceding the wh-adjunct as in (39b), or by
base generation as in (39c) where a third wh-phrase is added (Watanabe 1991, Saito 1994a):
(39) a.* John-ga naze nani-o katta no?
J.nom why whatace bought Q
b. Nani-o John-ga naze ¢ katta no?
whatace J. nom why bought Q

c. Dare-ga naze nani-o katta no?

who nom why whatacc bought Q (Sabel (2001: 24))
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